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Session Description
• H. G. Wells said, “Our challenge is not to educate the children we used to 

have or want to have, but to educate the children who come to the 
schoolhouse door.”  In every community we have multiple grocery stores 
and multiple pharmacies and multiple places of worship.  It is equally 
important to realize that some students may find the need for multiple 
paths to complete high school.  This presentation will explore the multiple 
paths that are available to school districts to help each child be 
successful.  Special focus will be placed on alternative education 
programs and the new GED tests and the statewide success experienced 
to date.
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Spartans Badgers



Two teams

Spartans
• Wauwatosa School District

• School District of Janesville

• CESA 1

• Fond du Lac School District

• Madison Metropolitan

• Milwaukee Public Schools

• Appleton Area

• Kenosha Unified

• Residential Care Centers

Badgers
• Department of Corrections

• Adult Corrections

• Juvenile Corrections

• Racine Correctional

• Prairie du Chien Correctional

• Green Bay Correctional

• Community Based Organizations



Educational Focus

Spartans
• Alternative Education

• Shortened School Day

• Credit Recovery

• Transition to public schools

• Education in jails and detention 
centers

Badgers
• Adult Basic Education

• GED/HSED Options

• Transition back to the community

• Technical Colleges

• Community Based Organizations

• New GED tests



Students
• Kinesthetic learner

• Special education needs

• Diagnosed 

• Undiagnosed

• Behavioral problems

• Lack future plans

• Credit Deficient

• Weak Academics

• Reading  & Writing

• Math

• Skill deficits

• Lack of school attendance

• Multiple different schools



Students

Spartans
• Under 21

• Mostly 18 and under

• Age 10 and older

• Short term 

• 180/365 Programs

Badgers
• Few under 18

• Generally adults

• Short term 

• Long term

• Life



Requirements

Spartans
• Article X, Section 3, Wisconsin 

Constitution

• Thayer Decision

• S. 121.02 Wis. Stats & PI 8 Wis. 
Admin. Code

• IDEA

• ESSA

Badgers
• DAI 309.55.04

• ESSA - Title I-D

• IDEA

• ADA



Article X Section 3
Wisconsin Constitution

The legislature shall provide …

Schools

Nearly uniform

Free and without charge for tuition

All children between the ages of 4 and 20



Thayer Decision

State ex rel. School District No. 1 of Waukesha v. 
Thayer, 74 Wis. 48 or 41 N.W. 1014 (1889). The 
court ruled that for school purposes, the child who 
resides away from his parents’ home is considered 
a resident of the school district in which the child 
actually resides rather than the one in which the 
parents live, so long as the child’s primary purpose 
for residing away from his parents is other than to 
attend the schools of the district in which the child 
actually resides. 



Educational Options

Spartans
• Credit Recovery

• Assignments from home school 
district

• Short term work

• Long term work

• Computer skills

• Keyboarding

Badgers
• Adult Basic Education

• GED

• HSED based on GED Tests

• HSED based on high school credits

• HSED based on college credits

• HSED based on foreign diploma

• Competency Based HSED



Educational Options

Spartans
• Skill Development

• Language Arts

• Reading and Writing

• Science

• Social Studies

• Vocabulary

• Basic Math → Algebra

Badgers
• Adult Basic Education

• GED

• HSED based on GED Tests

• HSED based on high school credits

• HSED based on college credits

• HSED based on foreign diploma

• Competency Based HSED





High School Completion Options



Ways to Graduate
• Regular graduation requirements s.118.33(1)(a) 

• Lesser credit requirements  

s.118.33(1)(a)

• Alternative pathway – s.118.33(1)(d)

• Competency Based

• Project Based

• GEDO #2

• Conversion of HSED

• Accommodations – PI 18.04



s.118.33 (1) (a), Wis. Stats.
4 English

3 Social Studies

3 Math

3 Science

1.5 Physical Education

.5 health (grades 7-12)

15 credits

+ 8 electives (recommended)

23 credits + citizenship test

Class of 2017



CIVICS
Civics



Civics
2015 Act 55

• Students, starting with the class of 
2017, must correctly answer at least 
60 of 100 questions identical to the 
INS citizenship test in order to 
graduate from a WI public, charter, 
or private school participating in a 
parental choice program.

• Students with IEP's must complete 
the test, but do not have to pass it in 
order to graduate.

• Students identified at LEP may take 
the test in their language of choice.

• It is up to the school/district what 
format to use, and when in the 
school year to administer the test.

• There are no state funds to 
supplement this test. DPI is not 
involved in the procurement, grading, 
or gathering of test scores for this 
test. Districts are responsible to give 
the test, score it, and keep records of 
student scores/passing.

• Districts should note the civics test 
completion on student transcripts.



s. 115.29(4), Wis. Stats.

HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATION EQUIVALENCY.

(a) Grant a declaration of equivalency of high school 
graduation to an individual if the individual has 
successfully completed the civics test required 
under s. 118.33 (1m) (a) and if, in the state 
superintendent's judgment, the individual has presented 
satisfactory evidence of having completed a recognized 
high school course of study or its equivalent…

http://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/document/statutes/118.33(1m)(a)


GED/HSED & Civics

Status

• All GED & HSED students, 
who have not earned a 
credential by  July 1, 2016, 
must correctly answer at 
least 60 of 100 questions 
identical to the citizenship 
test. 

2017

• Computer Based Civics 

• $10 per test

• For all GED and HSED students

• Accounts through ged.com 



https://www.uscis.gov/citizenship/teachers/educat
ional-products



https://www.icivics.org/



What about 
Health?

•What about 
health?

•What about 
Health?

½ credit of health –
grades 7-12

30 health course

Health test



New GED Test
• Passing 145, perfect score 200

• No average

• 4 tests:  

• Math

• Science

• Social Studies

• Reasoning through Language Arts

• Free ¼ Length Practice Test 

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/freepracticetest

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/freepracticetest


IMPACT OF CUT SCORE CHANGE

Academic Year

July 1, 2014 – June 30, 2015

Test Takers 5,127

Completers 1,975

Passers 1,441

Pass Rate 73%

Academic Year

July 1, 2015 – June 30, 2016

Test Takers 6,195

Completers 3,246

Passers 2,730

Pass Rate 84%



2014 TEST YEAR TO DATE - Wisconsin

Test-takers 13,070

Completers 5,957

Passers 5,129

Pass Rate 86%

National Pass Rate 82%

Inmates (WI) 90%

Inmates (National 80%



Average GED Test Scores



www.gedtestingservice.com

http://www.gedtestingservice.com/


http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/2014t
estresources





Professional Development and Events Update

“Tuesdays for Teachers” 

• GEDTS launched 2016 programming

• 500+ participants

“Test Talk”

“Test Talk” 2016 launched in March

“In Session” email newsletter

Once-a-month program news from GED Testing Service; get on the email list: 
http://www.gedtestingservice.com/educators/newsletter-educator

33



HIGH IMPACT INDICATORS





On Demand Draft

Extended Response 
Reasoning through 
Language Arts



Standard Prompt

“In your response, analyze both positions 
presented to determine which one is best 
supported.  Use relevant and specific 
evidence from the article to support your 
response.”



Timed Writing Drills
• 45 minutes

• Two articles – Recommended: Writing for the GED Test 4, New Readers 
Press

• At computer

• Read, draft, edit

• Outcome:  On demand draft

• Instructor: Use scoring rubric to assess writing



Score report 



Score report



HIGH SCHOOL COMPLETION FOR ADULTS

• GED

• HSED based on the GED tests +4 additional requirements

• HSED based on high school credits

• HSED based on college credits

• HSED based on foreign diploma

• HSED based on competency



PI 5.06  High School Credits
• 22 High School Credits

• 4 English

• 3 Social Studies

• 2 Math

• 2 Science

• 0.5 Health

• Civics Test

• Post-secondary credits 
shall be accepted to meet 
the required credits

• 3 semester or 4 quarter 
credits is equivalent to one 
high school credit

• The applicant must provide 
certified transcripts from 
public or private high 
schools, colleges or 
universities



PI 5.07 – Post-Secondary Credits

• 24 post-secondary semester credits, or

• 32 post-secondary quarter credits

• Must include credit in each of the subject areas that the student did not 
complete in high school, except physical education:  health, science, 
social studies, language arts, and math

• The applicant must provide certified transcripts from public or private 
high schools, colleges or universities

• Civics test



PI 5.08 – Foreign Diploma
• High school diploma (or 

equivalent) or

• Degree from an institution 
of higher learning 

• Earned in another country

• And a certified transcript

• Civics test

• If the transcript is not in 
English, the applicant must 
also provide a certified 
translation.

• Is a United States Citizen or 
meets both of the 
following:

• Documents the ability to 
speak, read and write in 
ordinary English

• Civics:

• 30 hour civics course

• Civics test

• U.S. Citizenship test



PI 5.09 –
Competency 
Based Program

• The program shall be designed 
to determine that a person has 
attained the knowledge and 
skills generally associated with 
graduation from high school, 
including employability skills, 
career awareness, citizenship, 
and each of the subject areas 
under s.118.33(1)(a), except 
physical education.



HSED Transcript – 5.09



5.09 Approved Programs
• Blackhawk

• Department of Corrections

• Department of Health Services

• Fox Valley

• Gateway

• Lakeshore 

• Madison College

• Milwaukee Achievers

• Milwaukee Area TC (West Allis 
campus only)

• Moraine Park TC

• Northeast WTC

• Northcentral TC

• Nicolet College

• Social Development Commission

• Southwest Technical College

• Waukesha County TC

• Western TC

• Wisconsin Indianhead TC

• YWCA  



Questions?



Beth Lewis
Wisconsin Department of Public 
Instruction
125 South Webster Street
PO Box 7841
Madison, WI  53707-7841
Phone: 608/267-1062
Fax:  608/267-9275
Email: beth.lewis@dpi.wi.gov

mailto:beth.lewis@dpi.wi.gov

